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NATIONAL-LEVEL SPORTS PARTICIPATION — COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.51 pm]: I wish to congratulate Amelia Hanevald, also known as Milly, 
on her ninetieth birthday this coming Tuesday, 1 July—what a great milestone! 
My office has had a number of requests to assist young people to participate in national sporting competitions 
and activities. I am concerned that there is little avenue for government grants to ensure benefits through 
individual participation. In these tight budgetary times many families struggle to fund their children’s dreams to 
compete at a national level; however, it is heartwarming how the community pulls together to assist others. The 
Send Billy to Sydney campaign, championed by Waddington Primary School, has seen teachers, students and 
parents washing cars to raise vital funds to send one of their alumni, Billy, to the state AFL schoolboys squad. 
The school community is keen to make sure that he can raise the $2 500 it will cost to attend. At the same time, 
Mirrabooka Senior High School is putting efforts in to assist students Johnny and Yetemgeta to participate in the 
state schoolboys soccer squad trip to New South Wales on 22 August. In addition, Balga Senior High School and 
Wadjak Northside Aboriginal Community Group are working with the family of a young netballer, Kayla, so she 
can participate in the elite netball program for Aboriginal students in Brisbane. 
It is therefore with many thanks that I wish to recognise Balga Community Association for responding to these 
appeals and making generous donations to these schools for these young adults. Balga Community Association, 
through its operations at the Balga Friday Market, is able to be a major contributor to many community events, 
projects and associations in the area. It is heartwarming that the community contributes so generously; it makes 
me proud to be the parliamentary representative of the Balga–Mirrabooka community and its residents. 
In closing, I would like to express my sympathy and condolences for Dragoljub Kovacevich, or Doug as we 
knew him in my neighbourhood. 
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